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Your World

Inspired by the project Liam’s World by Erin Lefevre presented at Photoville
2020

Students will consider identity through the lens of
visual storytelling. Students will use photography
and text to tell a personal narrative that may address
and disrupt stereotypes.

Photo by Erin Lefevre

Students will be able to:

Analyze a series of photographs to consider who is telling
the story and how the story is being told.

- Create a series of images and text that reflects their identity
or the identity of an individual who may identify as different/
similar to their own identity.

Develop their ability to produce photographs with thoughtful
and intentional composition and lighting.

The 2020 Photoville Festival Education Month is proudly
presented in partnership with PhotoWings with additional support
by the Philip and Edith Leonian Foundation.

FEATURING PHOTOGRAPHY BY
Erin Lefevre
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GRADE LEVEL
7th - 12th grades

SUBJECTS
Photography, English
Language Arts

TIME REQUIRED
4-8 sessions

KEY IMAGES

Image Bank
Artist Talk

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Artist Website

Autism Resources
NY Times
British Journal of

Photography
Spectrum News

photoville.com/edu

MATERIALS NEEDED
Camera

Graphic Organizer

Digital Presentation
Program (i.e. Adobe
Spark or Canva)
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https://photoville.com/wp-content/uploads/lesson-plans/worksheets/GraphicOrganizer_StereotypeVreality.png
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/22/lens/visualizing-life-with-autism.html
https://www.bjp-online.com/2019/10/a-photographers-intimate-portrayal-of-her-brothers-autism/
https://www.bjp-online.com/2019/10/a-photographers-intimate-portrayal-of-her-brothers-autism/
https://www.spectrumnews.org/opinion/photographer-captures-intimate-scenes-of-daily-life-with-autism/
http://photoville.com/edu
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Otr8_Ip0PxSTyilSkEwd1lAYOU66p34MK-ewJh_cJHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://photoville.com/projects/artist-talk-with-erin-lefevre/
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/
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O LESSON PART 1: INTRO

1.  Ask students to read NYTimes article, ‘Visualizing Life with Autism’ or view Artist Talk Video: Erin
Lefevre. Share images from Erin Lefevre’s documentary project, Liam’s World. As students look
at the images, and facilitate a group discussion by asking:

O « Who is telling the story?

What methods are being used to tell this story?

What was the relationship between the photographer and the person being
photographed?

Why did Erin Lefevre start this project? Has the purpose of the project changed over

time? How?
- Did you learn anything new in looking at these images and text?

Encourage students to reference the article, artist talk and images when answering these
questions.

2. Facilitate a discussion focused on the technical elements of the photographs, asking students:

Where is the light coming from in the image? How does the light draw our attention to the
subject? How do light and color work together in the image to create a mood or feeling?
What choices did the photographer make in terms of composition? What'’s included in
the image? What'’s left out? What is the camera angle? How do these choices impact the

O message of the photograph?

LESSON PART 2: ACTIVITY

1. Give students 3-5 minutes to respond to the following journal prompt: Think about your own
O life. What is a story you could tell that might help your viewers understand something new
about you or a family member? Consider how you or your family have been impacted by a
crisis, trauma or stereotypes.

Note: Do not collect journal entries. Students should be able to write freely. Ensure that
O students know that these journal entries will not be collected or shared.

2. Ask students to use their journal entry to consider how they can share a personal or a family
narrative through images. Use a graphic organizer for students to brainstorm ways they could
tell that story, reminding them to think of all five senses (see attached graphic organizer)

This lesson plan was created during the Photoville Fall 2020 Educator Lab, as a collaboration between
educators and the artist. The 2020 Photoville Festival Education Month is proudly presented in partnership
with PhotoWings with additional support by the Philip and Edith Leonian Foundation.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/22/lens/visualizing-life-with-autism.html
https://photoville.com/projects/artist-talk-with-erin-lefevre/
https://photoville.com/projects/artist-talk-with-erin-lefevre/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Otr8_Ip0PxSTyilSkEwd1lAYOU66p34MK-ewJh_cJHo/edit#slide=id.p
https://photoville.com/wp-content/uploads/lesson-plans/worksheets/GraphicOrganizer_StereotypeVreality.png
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/
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3. Instruct students to look at their graphic organizer and pick ideas that are exciting or
interesting to them.

4. Outside of class time, have students photograph their story using the ideas they planned. They
should make at least 10-15 photographs, keeping in mind the technical aspects of photography
discussed in part 1.

5. It’s now time to add text to the photos. Following Erin Lefevre’s process, if a student has
photographed a family member, instruct them to show the person each image and ask them to
write a caption, describing the moment or explaining how they felt. If a student has completed
a series of photographs of themselves, they will write the captions.

6. Support students as necessary in creating a digital presentation of their photo series with
the images and text using Adobe Spark, Canva or other presentation software, or a physical
presentation by printing images and adding text.

LESSON PART 3: SHARE & REFLECTION/EXTENSION

1. Self-Assessment: As students look at the work they created, have them reflect individually in
writing, responding to the following:

Do you think you were successfully able to share the story you wanted to tell? Why or why
not?
What do you think your viewers learned from looking at your photographs?
Did YOU discover something new as you created this story? Explain.
What do you notice about your choices in lighting and composing each shot? How were
these choices effective?

2. Provide an opportunity for students to share their series of photographs or a single
photograph with the rest of the class or the broader community. This could be during class
time or a culminating event such as a gallery show or presentation.

3. As an extension, consider sharing their story in other forms of media such as adding audio, or
video.

This lesson plan was created during the Photoville Fall 2020 Educator Lab, as a collaboration between
educators and the artist. The 2020 Photoville Festival Education Month is proudly presented in partnership
with PhotoWings with additional support by the Philip and Edith Leonian Foundation.
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https://spark.adobe.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.7
Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and
quantitatively, as well as in words.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.6
Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRAW.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5
Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance
understanding of presentations.

Visual Arts Blueprint Strands

Art Making
Develop skills and techniques
Deepen imaginative capacities
Develop a personal style
Cultivate awareness of the power of art to illuminate, inform, and influence opinion

Visual Arts Literacy
Hone observational skills in discussing works of art
Develop visual arts vocabulary to describe art tools and techniques
Interpret artwork by providing evidence to support assertions

This lesson plan was created during the Photoville Fall 2020 Educator Lab, as a collaboration between
educators and the artist. The 2020 Photoville Festival Education Month is proudly presented in partnership
with PhotoWings with additional support by the Philip and Edith Leonian Foundation.
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/5/
https://photoville.nyc/liams-world/

Photoville Education Resources

Browse the Photoville Education Resource library for over 20 free lesson plans and re-
source guides for incorporating photography and storytelling into the classroom.

These lesson plans were developed in collaboration with over 150 educators through

our Educator Labs. Educators across subject matters interested in incorporating visual
storytelling into their curriculum participate in a free one-day professional development
workshop that culminates in a hands-on lesson planning session in collaboration with the
artist.

We always love hearing how our exhibitions are used in the classroom; if you would like to
submit feedback and stories of your experience, please email us:
education@photoville.com.

The Photoville Education program is in partnership with PhotoWings
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https://photoville.com/edu/educator-labs/
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